GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATION
OF AMATEUR STATION LICENCE

Under the Telecommunications Ordinance (Cap. 106) (the “Ordinance”), a
licence is required for possession, establishment and maintenance (or use) of a
radiocommunications apparatus or station. For the maintenance and use of a
radiocommunications apparatus or station for amateur services and
amateur-satellite services, a person is required to obtain an amateur station

licence from the Telecommunications Authority (“TA”).

There are two different types of amateur station licences, namely “Amateur
Station Licence” (“ASL”) and “Amateur Station Licence (Club Operation)”
(“Club ASL”). ASL is issued to an individual to possess, establish and
maintain an amateur radio station. Club ASL is issued to a society, club,
association, school, or etc. (hereafter called the “club”) which allows members
or students of the club to operate the club’s amateur radio stations in Hong Kong.
General Conditions of the licences are given in the sample licence in Annex 1.
Schedule 1 of the licence is given in Annex 2, listing out the allocated frequency
bands, class of emission and maximum power of operation. Notes to Schedule

1 are given in Annex 3.

Pursuant to section 6D(2)(a) of the Ordinance, these guidelines are issued
indicating the licensing criteria and documents to be submitted to TA for the
application of ASL and Club ASL.

Licensing Criteria

(1) The licensed amateur station should only be used for the purpose of
self-training, intercommunication and technical investigations carried out
by amateurs, that is, by duly authorized persons interested in radio

technique solely with a personal aim and without pecuniary interest.

(2) For application of an ASL, the applicant should possess one of the
following documents:
(a) Hong Kong Radio Amateur Examination Certificate issued by the
TA;
(b) Documentary evidence showing that the applicant has passed a radio
amateur examination conducted by a local organization which is

recognized by the TA;



)

(©)

(d)

Radio Amateur Examination (City & Guilds of London) Certificate;
or
Amateur radio station licence which is issued by other administration

and recognized by the TA as equivalent to the ASL of Hong Kong.

For application of a Club ASL, the applicant should also fulfil the

following criteria:

(a)
(b)

The club should be officially registered in Hong Kong; and

The supervisor of the amateur radio station of the club should hold a
valid amateur station licence and an Authority To Operate (“ATO”).
The ATO permits the holder to operate amateur radio equipment in

accordance with the conditions of the ASL.

Documents and Information to be Submitted

(1)

)

For application of an ASL, the applicant should submit photocopies of the

following documents:

(a)
(b)
(©)

(d)

(e)

HKID or Passport.

HKID or Passport of guardian if the applicant is below the age of 18.
Documentary evidence issued by recognised organizations showing a
pass in the Radio Amateur Examination. At present the TA recognizes
the Radio Amateur Certificate issued by the Hong Kong Institute of
Vocational Education — Tsing Yi.

An equivalent amateur radio station licence which is issued by other
administration and is recognized by TA.

Documentary evidence issued by recognised organizations showing a
pass in Morse code test of 12 wpm or 5 wpm in plain language (if
available). At present the TA recognizes the Radio Amateur
Certificate issued by the Hong Kong Institute of Vocational
Education — Tsing Yi.

For application of a Club ASL, the applicant should submit photocopies of

the following documents:

(a)
(b)
(©)

(d)

Official registration document of the club.

HKID or passport of the responsible person of the club.

HKID or passport of the supervisor of the amateur radio station of the
club.

ATO of the supervisor of the amateur radio station of the club.



Application Forms

For application of an ASL, please use form “OFTA A201”. For application of a
Club ASL, please use form “OFTA A202”. Copies of the forms can be
obtained from OFTA’s office or downloaded from OFTA’s website at
http://www.ofta.gov.hk/amateur/apply.htm.

Licence Application

Application should be made with the duly completed application form and the
documents/information mentioned above.  Applicant should forward the

application by mail or by hand to the address given below.

The Licensing Unit, Enforcement Section
Office of the Telecommunications Authority
26/F., Wu Chung House

213 Queen’s Road East, Wanchai

Hong Kong

Application may also be made via Online Licensing available from OFTA’s
website (http://www.ofta.gov.hk) under “OFTA Services/Amateur Radio

Services/How to Apply”.

Licence Validity and Fee

Validity: One year
Fee: $150

Engquiries

Enquiries relating to licensing matters can be made by

(1) telephone at 29616772;

(2) mail to the Licensing Unit, Enforcement Section, Office of the
Telecommunications Authority, 26/F., Wu Chung House, 213 Queen’s Road
East, Wanchai, Hong Kong; or

(3) email to ama enq@ofta.gov.hk.


http://www.ofta.gov.hk/
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AMATEUR STATION LICENCE
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(hereinafter referred to as "the Licensee") is hereby licensed, subj ect to the conditions herein contained -
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(a)  topossess, establish and maintain an amateur transmitting and receiving station for radiocommunications (hereinafter referred to as "the Station");
(b)  touse the Station, as a part of the self-training of the Licensee, to communicate with other amateur stations by transmitting and receiving -

(i) messages about matters of a personal nature in which the Licensee, or the person with whom he is in communication, has been directly concerned;
(i1) signals (not being in secret code or cypher) which form part of, or relate to, the transmission of such messages.
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The Llcensee shall use only classes of emission, powers and frequency bands as authorized by the Telecommunications Authority (hereinafter referred to as "the
Authority") in Schedule 1.

20 (P W U R AR 2 B B
(i) = ’\ﬁ‘fﬁﬁﬂ*j?‘jﬂ i*[m' L‘“”if'y
(ii) Fé;h ?Fﬁiﬁiﬁmﬂﬁglﬁﬁf ;
(iii) ?ﬁ?&ﬁﬂt?ﬂﬁ)ﬁgﬁw JLﬂF[ SRy T
(iv) J‘inﬁUJ?“Fﬁst? fiHr -
(o) 9 VAR PR PR
(NS 0 »JEiﬁ ] TR R 2 'FJF'LJ’FL« Fif" 0
) M1 ™R 1 UP R AT ATOIE 2 Qe R F 'Fifir)i’F"lJ{TF;'lE"ffié72'J‘Fﬁjm ’ “J%.B%;}‘ﬁ&l'\l?%ﬁ ’ J‘J?I[Auu SIS
(9) R if uf*'iﬁi’lii 1 * P l rfﬁj[ “r‘ PRI ?&*f T Fie
(a) The Licensee may establish the Station as spemﬁed by the Authority in Schedule 2 -
(i) ata fixed location on a permanent or temporary basis;
(i) on a vehicle within the territory of Hong Kong;
(iii) on a vessel or watercraft registered or licensed in Hong Kong; or
(iv) as a portable station within the territory of Hong Kong.
(b) The Licensee shall not establish the Station aboard an aircraft or other airborne vehicle.
(c) The Licensee shall not change the location of the Station as specified in Schedule 2 without the prior consent of the Authority.
(d) The Licensee shall notify the Authority in writing, in such form as the Authority may specify, of any change in the particulars set forth in Schedule 1 and
Notes to the Schedule 1 within 72 hours of such change.
(e) The Licensee shall establish the Station subject to restrictions as stipulated by the Authority in Schedule 1 and Notes to the Schedule 1.
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(a) Mobile operation shall not be conducted Within the jurisdiction of a state or territory outside Hong Kong except with the permission of the administration of
such state or territory.
(b) When a vessel or watercraft is in international waters, the Licensee shall use only those frequency bands which, in accordance with the “Telecommunication
Convention” ('F? L), have been allocated to the amateur service in the region being visited.
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The Licensee shall ensure that only persons authorized by him operate the Station The Licensee shall ensure that persons operating the Station shall observe the
terms, provisions and limitations of this licence at all times.

Audit No.
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This licence does not authorize the use of the Station -
(a) for business, advertisement or propaganda purposes; or
(b) for the transmission of news or messages of, or on behalf of, or for the benefit or information of, any organization or any person other than the Licensee and
the person with whom he is in communication unless the prior consent of the Authority in writing has been obtained.
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Notwithstanding General Condition 5(b), and subject to the limitations in Resolution 640 of the World Administrative Radio Conference 1979, the Licensee may
use the Station for international disaster communications within the frequency bands stipulated in Schedule 1.
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(a) Except with the prior consent in writing of the Authority, the Licensee shall not send messages (other than initial calls) for general reception by licensed
amateurs, but shall send messages to -
(1) individual licensed amateurs; or
(i) groups of licensed amateurs as long as communication is first established separately with at least one licensed amateur in any such group.
(b) In the case of communication with stations outside Hong Kong, the Licensee shall send the messages in plain language and shall be limited to messages of a
technical nature relating to tests, and to remarks of a personal character.
(c) The Licensee shall not transmit such material as music, public broadcasts or speeches.
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NO message whlch is offensive, obscene or indecent shall be transmitted from the Station.
9. YP B S E AR SRR FR TFII’EI“ [T F (Rl R ek ) R A N A ﬁ,lﬁ' e E Y S-Sy S Bt - AT fﬁiﬁ?ﬁ?}
ARV TR E R R RV b TR IR L 7’” T R RO A 5 AR - g el i 4 g HIBIES M R R -
If any message, the receipt of which is not authorized by this hcence is received, neither the Licensee nor any person using the Station shall make known the

contents of any such message, its origin or destination, its existence or the fact of its receipt to any person except a duly authorized officer of the Authority or a
competent legal tribunal, and shall not retain any copy or make any use of any such message, or allow it to be reproduced in writing, copied or made use of.
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(a) A satlsfactory method of frequency stabilization shall be employed in the transmlttlng apparatus
(b) Equipment for frequency and power measurement shall be provided capable of verifying that the transmitting apparatus is operating with emissions within
the authorized frequency bands and power limits.
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(a) The apparatus comprlsed in the Station shall be so designed, constructed, maintained and used that the use of the Station does not cause any undue
interference to other amateur stations, or any other duly licensed or authorized radiocommunications.
(b) Atall times, every precaution shall be taken to avoid over-modulation, and to keep the radiated energy within the narrowest possible frequency bands having
regard to the class of emission in use. In particular, the radiation of harmonics and other spurious emissions shall be suppressed to such a level that they
cause no interference to any radiocommunications. Tests shall be carried out from time to time to ensure that the requirements of this paragraph are met.
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An aerlar shall be installed and maintained to good engineering standard so as not to pose unacceptable risks to persons or property in the vicinity.
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A record of operation of the Station shall be kept in the format and manner stipulated by the Authority in Notes to the Schedule 1.
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When the Station is operated, the call sign assigned under this licence shall be used in accordance with the procedure stipulated by the Authority in Notes to the
Schedule 1.
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The Statlon this flcence and the record of operation shall be available for inspection at all reasonable times by duly authorized officers of the Authority.
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(a) This licence, or its duplicate issued by the Authority, shall be available for inspection upon request by duly authorized officers of the Authority at each fixed
location, vessel or watercraft where the Station is installed.
(b) The Licensee shall -
(i)  display on the windscreen of a vehicle in which the Station is installed; or
(ii) affix on a portable apparatus,
such disc or document issued by the Authority showing the fact that the Station is licensed.
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The Station shall be closed down on the demand of a person acting under the authority of the Authorlty when undue interference is being caused to other duly
licensed or authorized radiocommunications.
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In this licence -
"messages about matters of a personal nature" does not include messages about business affairs;
"messages" and "signals" include telephony, visual communication, digital communication and telegraphy;
"the “Telecommunication Convention” ( 55 2*4%)" means any Constitution and Convention of the International Telecommunication Union, and the Radio
Regulations which complement thereto, Whlc[l for the time being applies to Hong Kong.
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The Licensee and all persons operatmg any stations which the Llcensee is authorlzed Ly this licence to establish and use shall observe and comply with the
relevant provisions of the “Telecommunication Convention”(F{F 22 7).
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(a)  This Licence shall be valid for such period as determined and published by the Authority to be applicable to Amateur Station Licence at the time of the
issue of this licence.
(b)  The licensee shall pay the fees applicable to Amateur Station Licence as may from time to time be determined and published by the Authority.
(¢)  The Authority may at any time after the date of issue revoke this Licence or vary the terms, provisions or limitations thereof by a notice in writing served
on the Licensee. Any notice given under this clause may take effect forthwith or on such subsequent date as may be specified in the notice.
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This licence is not transferable.
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This licence or its duplicate issued by the Authority or any disc or document issued by the Authority showing the fact that the Station is licensed shall be returned
to the Authority when this licence has expired or been revoked.
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Any licence, however described, Wthh has prev10usly been granted to the Licensee in respect of the Station is hereby revoked.
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The Authorlty may publish the Licensee's name and address at his discretion unless the Licensee specifically asks that this should not be done.
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This licence does not authorlze the Licensee to do any act which is an infringement of any copyright which may exist in the matter sent or received.
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The Licensee -
(a)  shall give notice, as soon as practicable, in writing to the Authority of any change of his address for correspondence; and
(b)  shall return this licence and the Schedules to the Authority for amendment when any of the changes mentioned in paragraph (a) or General Condition 2(c)
have been effected.
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1. (a) The Llcensee shall possess the written per{msswn of the Authority to fill the position of operator of an amateur station.
(b) Save as otherwise provided in paragraph (c), the Station shall be operated only by the Licensee, or in the presence of and under the direct supervision of the
Licensee.
(c) The Station may also be operated by a person authorized by the Licensee in that behalf and possessing the written permission of the Authority to fill the
position of operator of an amateur station for radiocommunications.
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1. Except for repeater station which may be unmanned, the Station shall be operated by, or in the presence of and under the supervision of, a person who has been

authorized by the Licensee in that behalf and who possesses the written permission of the Authority to fill the position of operator of an amateur station for
radiocommunication.
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For and on behalf of the
Telecommunications Authority
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SCHEDULE 1

AT

ﬁﬁ_ﬁﬂﬂﬂ Amateur Station Licence Licence No.
1 2 3
HE O P B BT (@BW)
Frequency Bands %]3‘%[[7'} Frequency Allocation Class of Emission Permitted Maximum Power in dBW
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% carrier |1E TS PEP
18-20; 3.5-39 SRl HERHEHS  primary, amateur service
7.0-7.1 =Rl HERA R AR
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service
71-172 ERYRE §:°% &1 primary, amateur service
10.1-10.15 KR HERIOR secondary, amateur service
14.0 - 14.25 el JERAEE RSO
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service
14.25 - 14.35 ERYRE §:°% &1 primary, amateur service
18.068 - 18.168 TRl AR R AR
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service P ITEE Morse
21.0-21.45 2R HERAEH F B0 7 20 26
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service FT R Telephony
24.89 - 24.99 TRl AR R AR
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service AT RTTY
28.0-29.7 TRl AR R AR
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service B Data
50.00 - 51.50 =Rl FEROT
52.025-52.11 primary, amateur service [ Facsimile
144 .0- 146.0 SRl HERAEE H B
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service ’[@rﬁ‘l‘fﬁ%ﬁj SSTV 14 20
(14/7%*)
430.0-431.0 MR HERFOE
secondary, amateur service
435.0 -438.0 KR W R
secondary, amateur satellite service 20 26
435.0 - 439.8 KR HERIOT (14/7%)
secondary, amateur service
2,400 — 2,450 KRl B RO
. . 20 26
secondary, amateur satellite service
5,650 — 5,670 Tl R AR T PR R N )
> > . e 20 26
secondary, amateur satellite service, limited to
earth-to-space direction
5,725 - 5,850 e FERFOT - UTTH RO S RIS | MIRE — 6
TR (2 R[RR) [0 S puT PRSI 5,725 JFF] ]
secondary, amateur service , users must accept
interference from ISM users
10,450 — 10,500 R S ERA R R EROS 7 13
secondary, amateur and amateur satellite service
24,000 - 24,250 FRL HEIT TR YT R R
TR (2R 0 o
secondary, amateur service, users must accept
interference from ISM users
47,000 - 47,200 ERARE & -l 57E §:-F ¢ Television & Pulse —only for
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service frequency above 5,725MHz
76,000 - 77,500 Rl FERAEE BRI 20 26
secondary, amateur and amateur satellite service
77,500 - 78,000 el o FERFEE W AR
primary, amateur and amateur satellite service
78,000 - 81,000 Rl FERAEE BRI
secondary, amateur and amateur satellite service
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see Note 3 (b)
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Frequency Allocation
(a)  Primary:- A frequency band is allocated to the amateur and/or amateur satellite service on a primary basis on condition that no interference is caused to
any other authorized service on a primary basis.
(b)  Secondary:- A frequency band is allocated to the amateur and/or amateur satellite service on secondary basis on condition that :-
@) no interference is caused to stations of primary or permitted services to which frequencies are already assigned or to which frequencies

may be assigned at a later day,
(i)  no protection can be claimed from interference from stations of primary or permitted services to which frequencies are already
assigned or to which frequencies may be assigned at a later day, and
(¢)  Emergency Communications:-
The bands allocated to the amateur service at 3.5, 7.0, 10.1, 14.0, 18.0, 21.0, 24.8 and 144 MHz may, in the event of natural disasters, be used
by non-amateur stations to meet the needs of international emergency communications in the disaster area.
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Class of Emission

Under the Radio Regulations published by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) classification of emissions are designated by groups of three
characters. The types of emissions defined here are grouped according to the third character.
(a) Continuous Wave (CW) : Amplitude-modulated transmission by on/off keying the main carrier intended for aural reception.

Morse : Morse telegraphy intended for aural reception using any classes of emission ending in A.

Telephony : Telephony using any classes of emission ending in E.

Television : Television using any classes of emission ending in F.  This may only be used in frequency bands above 1 GHz.

Radio Teleprinter (RTTY) : Automatic telegraphy using any classes of emission ending in B.  This includes teleprinters using any ITU-T recognized codes,

and morse telegraphy intended for automatic reception.
Data : Data using any classes of emission ending in D. The Radio Regulations require that transmissions between amateur stations in different countries shall
be in plain language. All transmissions shall therefore be restricted to using ITU-T recognized codes (in plain langauge).

Facsimile : Facsimile using any classes of emission ending in C.

Slow Scan Television (SSTV) : Television operating in a narrow bandwidth using any classes of emission ending in F.
(b) Simultaneous use of combinations of any of the preceding types of transmission, e.g. Telephony and Data, are described as classes of emission ending in W.
(c) Pulse : Pulse using any classes of emission ending in P.  This may only be used in frequency bands above 1 GHz.
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Power

@

(b

©
(d)

Maximum power levels refer to the radio-frequency power supplied to the antenna. These levels will be specified by carrier power. For emissions having a
suppressed, variable or reduced carrier the power shall be determined by the peak envelope power (p.e.p.) under linear conditions. For pulse emissions the
mean power shall not exceed the carrier power and the peak power shall not exceed the p.e.p. stipulated for that frequency band.

For mobile operation in the frequency band of 144 - 146 MHz and allocated bands in the 430 — 440 MHz a maximum of 14 dBW erp is permitted. For
portable operation the corresponding limit is 7 dBW erp.

For operation in the frequency band 5.725 - 5.850 GHz, a maximum of 6 dBW equivalent isotropically radiated power (e.i.r.p.) is permitted.

The bandwidths of emissions shall be such as to ensure the most efficient utilisation of the spectrum : in general this requires that bandwidths be kept at the

lowest values which technology and the nature of the service permit. Where bandwidth-expansion techniques are used the minimum spectral power density

consistent with efficient spectrum utilisation shall be employed. However whatever class of emission is in use the bandwidth occupied by the intended

emission shall be such that not more than 1% of the mean power of the transmission shall fall outside of the authorized bands. This 1% does not include the

power contained in harmonic and spurious emissions.
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Radio Hazard
(a)  Since high intensities of radio-frequency radiation may be harmful, the following safety limits will apply in locations to which people will be exposed :-

(b

Equivalent plane wave

Frequency range E-field strength power density
f(in MHz) (V/m) Seq(W/mi)
1-10 8TNF -
10-400 28 2
400-2,000 1.375Vf /200
2,000-300,000 61 10

For pulse emissions, the equivalent plane wave power density as averaged over the pulse width shall not exceed 1,000 times the specified limit given above for
the frequency concerned, provided that the specified limit itself is not exceeded when averaged over a period of 6 minutes, and hazards of radio-frequency
burns are eliminated.

To avoid inadvertent ignition of inflammable atmospheres by radio-frequency, mobile radio stations below 30 MHz should not be used in the forecourts of any
petroleum fuelling stations.
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Call Sign

(a) Whenever the Station is used the call sign mentioned on the first page of the Licence shall be transmitted, provided that the suffix "/P" shall be added to the

(b

©
(d)

call sign for portable operation, the suffix "/M" added to the call sign for mobile operation and the suffix "/MM" added to the call sign for maritime mobile
operation.

The call sign shall be sent for identification purposes at the beginning and at the end of each period of sending and whenever the frequency or the class of
emission is changed. When the period of use exceeds 15 minutes the call sign shall be repeated (in the same manner) at the commencement of each
succeeding period of 15 minutes.

When telephony is used for sending the call sign the letters of the call sign may be confirmed by the pronouncement of well-known words of which the initial
letters are the same as those in the call sign: but words used in this manner shall not be of a facetious or objectionable character.

When sending signals in modes other than telephony or Morse telegraphy, the call sign shall be clearly identifiable.
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Record
(a) A permanent record shall be kept by the Licensee showing:-
1) Date of transmission;
(ii) The times (in Co-ordinated Universal Time) during each day of the first and last transmissions from the Station;
(iii) Frequency band;
(iv) Class of emission;
W) Power;
(vi) Call signs of licensed amateur stations with which communications have been established;

(vii) Details of the tests carried out in accordance with General Condition No. 11(b).
(b) Except for operation in frequency bands below 30 MHz, there is no need to keep record for mobile and portable operation.
(c) Regardless of how the record is kept, entries in the record should be retrievable and available in hard copies for later inspection.
(d) Pursuant to General Condition No. 15, the Licensee shall keep the record for at least 6 months from the date of the last entry.
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Particulars to be Notified

(a) Pursuant to General Condition No.2(d), the Licensee shall notify the Telecommunications Authority of any change in his station particulars within 72 hours of
such change.
(b) These particulars are:-
@) the quantity of the transmitting apparatus that he has in his possession, including the number of portable apparatus (if any); and
(ii) the make, model and serial number of each of these apparatus. In case the Licensee has constructed his own apparatus, he should notify the classes
of emission, frequency bands and maximum power with which the apparatus is capable of working.
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